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Paris reader trip Paris reader trip

Competition winner Hayley Blackledge realised a photo 
dream when she took her camera (and Samsung memory 

cards) on a romantic trip to Paris...

turn the  
page

for more of 
Hayley’s parisian 

pictures

 Main “Every hour, the tower’s lights twinkle.”

Last night in
PARIS
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 above “This is my 
favourite image from 
the whole trip. I love 
the traffic trails at 
the bottom.”

 top right  
“A detail shot from 
the Bridge of Locks.”

 Middle right 
“A candid shot of 
a couple walking 
through the Latin 
Quarter of Paris. I 
enjoyed capturing 
the street scenes.”

 bottoM right 
“The Sacré Coeur at 
night. Buildings like 
this are perfect to 
shoot when the sun 
goes down as they 
are well lit.”

n the last few issues, we asked 
readers to send in their best 
travel photos for a chance to 
win a fab prize. Hundreds of you 

took up the challenge, but there could only 
be one winner. step forward Liverpudlian 
photographer, Hayley Blackledge – her 
images of the Taj Mahal bowled over the 
judges and rightly scooped the prize: a photo 
trip to Paris. We caught up with Hayley when 
she landed back in the uK.

“i was over the moon when i heard 
that i had won the samsung competition,” 
exclaims Hayley. “i had always wanted to 
take a camera to Paris, but had never had 
the opportunity, so this really was a dream 
come true. When i entered the competition 
i honestly didn’t believe i stood a chance so i 
couldn’t believe it when i was phoned up and 
told i would be going to France.

“i’ve been into photography for most of 
my life but started to take it more seriously 
four years ago. i mainly photograph weddings, 
family portraits and child photography, but 
i also have a passion for long exposure night 
photography and light painting,” says Hayley, 
whose kitbag includes her DsLR, plus 30mm, 
50mm and 24-85mm lenses.

Before she set off, Hayley had a plan of 
what she wanted to capture in Paris. “As 
i’m a fan of long exposures, i wanted to 
concentrate my efforts on subjects that would 
look good at night. The obvious one was the 
eiffel Tower. Placing such an iconic structure 

Samsung memory cards
Samsung offers SD cards in Class 4 and Class 10 speed categories, with the latter giving data transfer 
of up to 10MB/s, which is fast enough for most photographers. Samsung is also a leading manufacturer 
of hard drives including SSDs (solid state drives). Its SSD840 PRO is the fastest, most reliable, solid 
state drive on the market. We all know SD and micro SD cards are delicate pieces of engineering, but 
Samsung has used all of its expertise and experience to provide protective measures to ensure reliable 
performance – in fact Samsung cards are covered by an epoxy moulding to provide protection from dust 
and water. To find out more, visit www.samsung.com/uk.

I
against the colours that creep into the night 
sky made for some cracking images as the 
purples and oranges really brought the frame 
to life. Another location on my list was the 
Champs Élysées, one of Paris’ busiest streets. 
i wanted to capture the traffic trails using a 
long exposure with the camera on a tripod. 
The effect that the cars create as they move 
through the frame is amazing. 

“it was a long night of photography and 
i finally put the lens cap back on at 3.30am. 
However, i wanted to capture the sunrise over 
the Notre Dame, so i was up again at 6.30am 
to get the best light – i needed a strong coffee 
after just three hours sleep, but the golden light 
that was cast on the side of the cathedral made 
it all worthwhile,” laughs Hayley.

One of the locations that wasn’t on 
Hayley’s ‘to shoot’ list proved to be one 
of the most interesting. “i really enjoyed 
the general street photography you can 
capture in Paris, especially around the Latin 
Quarter as it is full of characters. However, 
the biggest surprise was the Bridge of 
Locks, where couples write their names on a 
padlock and leave it attached to the bridge. 
To be honest, i didn’t know this existed. i 
took a number of shots here, showing wider 
views and zooming in on individual padlocks.” 

When shooting away from home, one of 
the biggest concerns for photographers is 
something happening to the memory card 
and returning home to find a corrupt card 
has robbed you of your memories. This 

Hayley takes in the views 
during her dream trip.

wasn’t a problem for Hayley, as she was 
using samsung memory cards.

“i used to carry much smaller capacity 
memory cards and change them regularly in 
case the card corrupted, but with the samsung 
cards i had no such worries. i was more than 
happy to keep shooting on one big capacity 
card. This was really useful as i could just 
snap away without worrying that all my space 
had run out – plus, i wasn’t fiddling around 
swapping cards over and missing candid 
moments during my street photography, so it 
was a win-win situation.” 

Pressed for her favourite image from the 
trip, it took Hayley a little while to make her 
mind up: “i think it has to be one of the images 
of the eiffel Tower – it really is an amazing 
sight. i’ll be putting all the images on my website 
(www.hayleyblackledgephotography.com). it 
was definitely a trip to remember.” Well Hayley, 
thanks to those reliable memory cards, your 
pictures are as safe as your memories!
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 notre daMe “Taken after just three hours sleep.”
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